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T H E SLAVE

I f you ever wondered why it was so difﬁ cult to buy an adventure creation system for the

ATARI computers, wonder no more. TH E SLAVE is here. Now look at what The Slave has to

offer and start to wonder again - about how all these features can possibly be available in a single

package...

Your adventure games are written in almost plain English using a truly v as t range of

commands, incorporating ev ery thing you could possibly want or need to use now or in the

future. Save your game in whole or in parts, then use the c ommand c ompiler to reduce

everything into a 100%

to run c of n e

, m aout h imemory against these odds!

c o d e

f With The Slave you'll deﬁne text, room exits, ﬂags and objects, even sound, from separate

o

r

m

menu e programs, allowing The Slave to run on any Atari computer - 400,800,XL or XE -

o n driven -

in e size

t ANY n tmemory.

h

i

t

Unlik e any other system av ailable, The Slave stores all program text on disk, loading it

s

only when i t is needed. Even y our disk space is expanded w ith advanced compression

o

r

i

g

techniques to enable to to store 30% more information on a disk than normal - up to 170K on a

i

n

a

l

single disk!

s

i

z With your master disk you'll also receive the Slav e Referenc e Manual. Containing

e

w

comprehensive step-by-step instructions forming a vital part of your system, the manual is a

e

well-bound, easy to follow portfolio which can be used as both tutorial and reference material

c

h

a

and contains everything you need to know about creating text adventures with The Slave.

l

l

e

included is an example of an adventure game created entirely with The Slave. You will

n Alsog

e

ybe able to examine a fully-documented program and use all the 'tricks of the trade' for yourself,

oall of which are fully explained in the manual.

u

t I f you don't believe what you've read you're underestimating the power of The Slave. Buy it

and be amazed - The Slave is the ﬁrst of a new generation of disk-based adventure creation

o

t systems. You'll see. Why not see NOW?

r

Send a cheque or Postal Order for E19.95 made out to:

y

N.J.GREGORY

8, A G A R D S T R E E T,

D E R B Y, DE1 1DZ

Trade Enquiries are also very welcome
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.mond!lEditorial awards as announced from

Po l

time to time in the magazine.

a n d

m

a

y

r e c e

i v e

All original articles. programs arid

a

d

other material in PAGE 6 is copyright of

d

the

.

author as credited All uncredited
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Editorial

USER SUPPORT?

think everybody would agree that Atari is now a totally

different company from old but curiously there are some

things which Atari seems to want to carry over. The 'old'

Atari were renowned for their lack of support and concern

for their customers and one would think that the present

company would want to change that. Not so, it seems. Atari

have recently announced its policy regarding the long

awaited ROM upgrade to the ST. Anyone who bought a

machine after lst January will receive their upgrade free of

charge but those who bought before 1st January will be

charged £25. Now think about that for a while. The vast

majority o f people who bought machines before 1st

January were people like you and me, who trusted the Atari

name, who wanted to support Atari and most probably

have been loyal to Atari for some time. "ﬁ t wasn't for these

people who bought the early ST's, Atari may well not have

made it into 1986. So who deserves the rewards, those who

trusted and supported or those who doubted and waited?

Atari seem to think that those early purchasers are not so

important. To add insult to injury, a batch o f machines

produced last autumn have a Glue chip which is not

compatible with the ROMs so what do Atari do? Give you

one free? No, they charge you £18 on top of the cost of the

ROMs! That's appalling.

'Thanks for the support s u c k e r s !'. Is that really what

Jack is trying to say?

DAAT
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THE ULTI MATE POOLS PREDICTION PROGRAM

• M ASSI

r

VE D ATABASE Poolswinne r tea sophisticated Pools

a

predictor, aid I t comes complete with the largest database

a

available - 22000 matches over 10 years. The database updates

m

autornaucally as results come m

b

• PREDICTS N o t lust SCOREDRAWS. but AWAYS HomEs
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• SUCCESSFUL SEL EC gllarentaap that Potswmner performs
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precise prediction formula can be set by the user - you can r i e s e 4 wait aotaad

develop and teal your own iirscrae method. m a m m a , . bcatater

• SI M PLE D ATA ENTRY A l l teem namesare in the program. Simply type in the reference

MartharNfrom, the screen. Or use FIXCEN to produce ﬁxture list automatically (see below)

• DI SGM I CRODRTVE COM PATI BLE T a p e s supplied with conversion instructions.

• PR I N TER SUPPORT F u ll hard copy printout of data if you have a printer

AVAILABLE FOR Spoomm (48X) Commodore 64, VIC 30 • L6111.AMSTRAD,

RB B, Ala n COX), ZX81 (1610. Dragon Apple II. ELECTRON

C

PRI CE t 15.00 (all inclusive)

, A T LAST N o more struggling for hours to get „ _

F D C G E N 8 5 / 6 En u re km into the computer FIXCEN has beer.

programmed with all English and Scottish

tortures for IBEISZ. Simply type In the date, and the full ﬁxture list is

generated in seconds Fully compatible with Poolswuther

PO O L SWI N N ER w it h F I R G EN £ 1 6 5 0 ( a ll in clu sive )

COURSEWINNER

V3

NOT JUST A TIPSTER

PROGRAM, Coursewumor

V3 can be used by experts

THE PUNTERS COM PUTER PR OGR AM

and occasional punters alikn

You can develop and teal your own unique winturg system by attuning the

analysis formula or use the program in simple mode Coursewumer V3 uses

statistical analysis of TaltOr factors including past form, speed ratings. course

statiSSIC3. pule ntoney, weight going, trainer and pcke y form etc. etc I t

outputs most like ly winners good long odds bets. forecasts. imams etc. The

database includes vital course statistics for all British courses You can updat

the database - never goes out of date

,

A . i A I t O C p s r t i u m I l 5 X C c e r, octane 64 A S C I I I NS T RAL k a n

-

A P O .

P R I C E E1 5 .0 0 (a ll in clu sive ) tooled.* Flat AND Natimial Nast aarataaa

Send Cheques POs for return of pout service to

phone 24 117a

t
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h
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37 COUNCI LLOR LANE, CHEADLE, CHESHIRE. 2: 061-428 7425

T H E SURVEY

Thought you might like to know a few details about the

readership survey now that the long task of analysing it is

complete. Firstly, equipment. Not surprisingly, the majority

of you own an 800XL - over 57%, but a surprising number

own more than one machine, 34% in fact! The old 800 has a

healthy following of 22% whilst the 130XE, despite its lack

of publicity, is coming up with 20%. 16% have 400's and 99

600XL's but only 3% of readers have less than 48k memory.

STs? Very few at the time of the survey, but 26% say that

they intend to buy one this year. Who says that the UK is a

cassette based market? An amazing 75% have disk drives

and 13% do not even own a cassette. Are you listening,

software houses? Telecommunications are still not popular

here with only 62;

43% own printers!

, o w n i n g

m Everyone knows the old adage that the Atari is just a

o d e

games machine, right? Well, PAGE 6 readers are out to

m s

prove that wrong as the majority, 38%, use their machines

b

u

for programming. Arcade games come second with 26%

t

followed by Home Use with 15% and the rest fairly evenly

a

divided. Overall though with main, secondary and other

s u

r

interests taken into account, there is a remarkably even

p

r i

s

spread oﬁnterest, but programming still comes a clear ﬁrst.

e

You are a dedicated lot too. 66% rate their Atari as their

i

main leisure interest, with 32"X

s

interest.iIn these days of wide ranging and easily available

, i n d ca ti n g

t

h

leisure interests, that is a testament to the attraction o f

i

t

a

s

a

t

computing.

tAtarih

e

s So how clever are you? 9% claim to be advanced

e c o n d a

r y

ARROW PRODUCTS,

No fancy packaging j ust value for money

Not protected - List them and learn programming

GAME PACK ONE (Disk or Cass)

Not one, but six great games for the price of one

Yahtzee - Oxo - Dragon- Catcher - Sub-shoot - Santa

GAME PACK TWO (Disk or Cass)

Three great games for the price of one (32k min)

Bandit - Monopoly - Moon Base Shuttle

TELEPH ON E AREA FINDER (Disk only)

Type in the code and ﬁnd the town. Great for ﬁnding codes in adverts,

State Disk Drive - S.''D or Di n

Disk or Cassette - f10.00 each (includes VAT St P.P)

Send cheques/P.O.s to

Arrow Products, "Lyndhur st", Prospect, Okehumpton, Devon,

EX20 I JD

programmers with the remainder split between 48%

intermediate and 43% beginners. That's a lot of advanced

programmers, how about some contributions? Finally, the

actual readership. PAGE 6 sure gets passed around with as

many as 12 people reading one copy in some cases! Overall

the survey indicates a readership of just over 10,000 which,

combined w i t h t h e level o f dedication, i s h i g h l y

respectable.

Conclusions? Well i f everybody who actually reads

PAGE 6 would subscribe and i f each of those 'advanced'

programmers would send in a program or article we would

have no problem in bringing you a top quality monthly

magazine! But then, these things don't normally happen.

Or do they?

•
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NEW MA C H IN E S

Announced at the Atari Show was

anew word processing package based

around the 130XE and prompted by

the success o f Amstrad in this ﬁeld.

Initially based on the 130XE w i th

NLQ dot matrix printer, ﬂoppy disk,

80 column card and word processor, it

will retail at £349. Later in the year

Atari promise a brand new 8-bit pro-

duct designed speciﬁcally fo r th i s

market.

M OR E F R OM A R IOL A S OF T

Ariolasoft have recently released Archon II with different battlegrounds

for earth, water, air and ﬁre and 12 different coniurable monsters. On disk

only at £12.95.

Movie Maker is another 're-

release' from Ariolasoﬁ via

Electronic Arts that has been

around for a few years but

was never easily available in

this country. Movie Maker

allows you t o create fu l l y

animated cartoons, or movies,

on your Atari and will give

hours of fun. It comes on two

disks with several demons-

tration movies included and

retails at £16.95.

Also from Ariolasoﬁ comes a new range of home productivity programs. The

programs have in fact been available for some time on import but have been

re-packaged and re-priced to represent excellent value for money. Two from

Batteries Included are PaperClip, one of the mostly highly rated word pro-

cessors for the Atari, which will retail at £4495 and Homerak, a combined

word Processor, database and communications package that will sell for

£34.95. The third program comes from Electronic Arts and is another word

processor retailing at £24.95.

HALLEY'S

COMING?

From Firebird comes Th e Comet

Game launched to coincide with the

space probe Giotto's closest approach

to Halley's cornet. An arcade/strategy

game i n which you must save the

Earth from the deadly effects o f the

comet's tail, it involves several levels

and many difﬁculties, including re-

pairing the coffee machine! Price is

0.95 for 48k or more Atari's.

INFOCOM TAKE OVER

Infocom, who were rumoured to te in serious trouble last year following

the failure of their attempted move into the business market, have been taken

over by Activision. Adventure addicts who might fear that this means the end

to Infocom's unique style should have no fears as the Infocom team will

retain its separate product development and marketing operations but be

able to take advantage of Activision's worldwide distribution strength. This

should mean that all those classic Infocom adventures will be even more

easily available in the UK and, hopefully, at lower prices. In another take over

bid, Activision have acquired GAMESTAR who have produced some of the

ﬁnest computer sports simulations. Gamestar products have never been

easily available in the UK but hopefully this will now change.

NEW ST's

Atari's replacements for the 520ST (so soon?) - see page 19 for details.
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